
PROBUS CLUB OF AUSTRAL ©
Austral Bowling Club, Corner of Edmondson Avenue & Eighth Avenue, Austral 2179

We would like to thank the Austral Bowling Club along with The Porterhouse Bistro for 
their ongoing support. Thank you! 

Probus Club of Austral April/May 2021 Monthly Bulletin Page 1

WELCOME TO THE AUSTRAL ADVOCATE
With the easing of COVID restrictions, meetings have resumed again. We hope to see you all at the 
Austral Bowling Club at 10:30 on May 14. We would love you to stay for lunch following the meeting 
to support our sponsors Austral Bowling Club and Porterhouse Bistro.

www.australbowlingclub.com.au

THE AUSTRAL ADVOCATE – APRIL/MAY

http://australprobus.org/
Don’t forget to visit our website to stay in the 
loop with our upcoming activities and events! 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is PRIVATE and CONFIDENTIAL for Austral Probus Club only and is not to be used for any other purpose.

Austral Probus is now 58 members strong! Let 
your friends know they are welcome to join too!

A polite reminder that membership fees and 
event bookings are due. They can be made to:
Events - BSB:062-709 (CBA)
Account number: 10269041
Membership - BSB: 062-709 (CBA)
Account number: 10256339
Reference: your last name.

Book Club - bring your unwanted books and 
swap for something new. Ann Heath is now 
looking after the book club.😀👍😍

The Austral Pharmacy Walking Group is now 
on at various times each morning. Contact 
the pharmacy for further information

BIRTHDAYS
April 1 Linda Lambert
April 8 Helen Watts
April 14 Mary Lyons
April 26 Elizabeth Callipari
May 3 Michael Clark
May 5 Gary Amesbury
May 8 Edwina Bohannon
May 16 Yvonne Semmens
May 17 Ann Heath
May 17 Ruth Rossettin
May 28 Margaret Grandison
May 30 Michael McGraw
May 31 Nicholas Nikiforoff

ROLE NAME PHONE EMAIL

President Michael McGraw 0407 239 319 quickdraw14@bigpond.com

Vice President Paul Nagger 0419 203 713

Secretary Beverly McGraw 0407 239 337 quickdraw14@bigpond.com

Treasurer Ken James 0478 887 438 kennymundine@gmail.com

Activities Officer Gary Amesbury 0414 431 411 gmtravellers@gmail.com

Newsletter / Publicity Officer Christine Kiss 0412 599 825 christinejkiss@gmail.com

Welfare Officer Maria Camejo 0438 360 399 mrhcam@bigpond.com

Membership Officer Raul Camejo 0449 909 047 mrhcam@bigpond.com
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http://www.australprobus.org/
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In October we were fortunate to hold our delayed BBQ at ‘the Dairy’ Western Sydney Parklands,  
Wetherill Park.  The Committee worked hard to ensure everyone would be safe and the event 
was well catered.  The weather couldn’t have been better and the thirty six members who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed the location and the day out.  Many said they would like to have 
more events of this nature.

In November I was able to arrange a group visit to the Lancers Barracks and Museum with 13 
members attending to see a veteran WWII Matilda Tank have a run; a rare event as the Tank is 
80 years old and took 6 years to restore to running order by the Museums volunteers.
December saw our Christmas Dinner and meeting with a great Christmas Dinner catered by 
Austral Bowling Clubs Café, the Posterhouse Bistro, and provided at Probus Austral Club’s 
expense. Instead of a Kris Kringle we asked all members to donate towards the Big Yellow 
Umbrella Charity resulting in us presenting a donation of $490.  Thank you to all who 
contributed.

As we did not have a General Meeting in January 2021 Gary Amesbury arranged lunch at St. 
Johns Park Bowling Club and 13 members were pleased to see one another again for a great 
catchup..

As all positions for the Executive and Management Committee have been declared vacant I 
would like to thank all our committee members for their work and in some cases double 
workloads, which came about due to some resignations because of health and personal 
decisions in what was a  tumultuous year.  You have all done a great job in keeping the Club 
afloat during 2020. Thanks go to: Raul, Beverly, Ken, Gary, Christine, Rhonda for the raffle and 
Anne & Faye for the Books 

I also ask you to acknowledge our thanks to Austral Bowling Club for their continued support in 
providing the venue for our meetings and to the Porterhouse Bistro for their contribution of a 
meal voucher for our monthly raffle.

Let’s hope that 2021 will overcome the Covid Virus or at least have us control it in our lives.
Stay safe and keep active.
Regards

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Greetings Fellow Members,
What a year 2020 has been.  We started off with the AGM in 
March 2020 and quickly went down hill with the Coronavirus 
Pandemic affecting all of Australia.

All our General Meetings and activities had to be suspended 
because of restrictions on gatherings.  I would like to thank our 
Secretary, Beverly McGraw for her dedication and work in 
trying to keep everyone informed and interested in Probus 
Austral over the following six months lockdown with emails of 
‘at home’ activities and what was happening  when the 
dreaded Covid abated.

Finally, after many months and with restrictions easing, we had 
our first General Meeting  in September when we had a good 
rollup with 41 members attending after 6 months of isolation.  

Mike McGraw
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And introducing our new 
committee members; Paul Nagger 

who will be taking the Vice 
President role, while Maria Comejo

is our newly appointed Welfare 
Officer.

PHOTOS FROM THE AGM – MARCH 2021.
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RIP PRINCE PHILIP
"He has, quite simply, been my strength and stay all these years, and I, and his whole family, 
and this and many other countries, owe him a debt greater than he would ever claim, or we 
shall ever know." ~ Queen Elizabeth II on Prince Philip

IT IS THE SOLDIER
It is the Soldier, not the minister
Who has given us freedom of religion.

It is the Soldier, not the reporter
Who has given us freedom of the press.

It is the Soldier, not the poet
Who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer
Who has given us freedom to protest.

It is the Soldier, not the lawyer
Who has given us the right to a fair trial.

It is the Soldier, not the politician
Who has given us the right to vote.

It is the Soldier who salutes the flag,
Who serves beneath the flag,

And whose coffin is draped by the flag,
Who allows the protester to burn the flag.

©Copyright 2005 by Charles M. Province
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THE WRONG SIDE OF 
I've sure gotten old!
I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, new knees,
fought prostate cancer and diabetes.
I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine,
take 
subject to blackouts.
Have bouts with dementia.
Have poor circulation; hardly feel my hands and feet anymore.
Can't remember if I'm 
But, thank goodness, I still have my driver's license.

PHOTOS FROM THE PROUD MARY TRIP
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THE WRONG SIDE OF 80
I've sure gotten old!

I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, new knees,
fought prostate cancer and diabetes.

I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine,
take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded, and 

subject to blackouts.
Have bouts with dementia.

Have poor circulation; hardly feel my hands and feet anymore.
Can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.  Have lost all my friends.

But, thank goodness, I still have my driver's license.

BEAR REMOVAL SERVICE
A man in northern Minnesota woke up one morning 
to find a bear on the roof of his cabin.

He looked in the Yellow Pages, and sure enough, 
there was an ad for "Up North Bear Removers."

He called the number listed and the bear remover 
said he'd be over within an hour.

The bear remover arrived and got out of his van. He 
had a ladder, a baseball bat, a 12 gauge shotgun, 
and a mean looking, heavily scarred old pit bull.

"What are you going to do?" the homeowner asked.

"I'm going to put the ladder up against the roof, 
then I'm going to go up there, and knock the bear 
off the roof with the baseball bat.

When the bear falls off the roof, the pit bull is 
trained to grab his testicles, and not let go.

The bear will then be subdued enough for me to put 
him in the cage in the back of the van."

He then handed the shotgun to the homeowner. 
"What's the shotgun for?" the homeowner asked.

"If the bear knocks me off the roof, shoot the dog."
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THE HUMOUR OF AGING
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Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage  boys.
P.J. O'Rourke,  Civil Libertarian

Government is the great fiction, through which everybody endeavours to live at the expense of 
everybody else.

Frederic  Bastiat,  French economist(1801-1850)

I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and report the facts. 
Will Rogers

If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it's free!
P.J. O'Rourke

In general, the art of government consists of taking as much money as possible from one party 
of the citizens to give to the other.  

Voltaire (1764)

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean politics won't take an interest 
in you!

Pericles (430  B.C.)

No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session.
Mark Twain (1866)

Talk is cheap...except when government does it.
Anonymous

GREAT TIMELESS TRUTHS
In my many years I have come to a conclusion
that one useless man is a shame, and two or 
more is a government. 

John  Adams

If you don't read the newspaper you are 
uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you 
are misinformed.     

Mark  Twain

Suppose you were an idiot.  And suppose you 
were a member of government.  But then I 
repeat myself. 

Mark Twain

I  contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into 
prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and 
trying to lift himself up by the handle. 

Winston Churchill

A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can 
always depend on the support of Paul.

George Bernard  Shaw

Foreign aid might be defined as a  transfer of 
money from poor people in rich countries to rich 
people in poor countries.

Douglas Casey,  Classmate of Bill Clinton


