PROBUS CLUB OF AUSTRAL ©

Austral Bowling Club, Corner of Edmonson Avenue & Eighth Avenue, Austral 2179

WELCOME TO THE AUSTRAL ADVOCATE

Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak, there will be no meetings or public gatherings until further
notice. Please stay safe during this difficult time. Remember to practice social distancing, self isolation,
covering your nose/mouth when you cough/sneeze and washing your hands for 20 seconds.

Further activities will be outlined at a future date.
We do have many activities planned, but these
will be dictated on when the COVID-19
restrictions are lifted.

April 1 Linda Lambert
April 10 Terri Tymczyszyn
April 14 Mary Lyons

BIRTHDAYS ?
L /ﬂ
.-"H_

May 2 Eva Miles i
Please use the following bank details for payments to: || May 5 Gary Amesbury
Events May 16 Yvonne Semmens
BSB: 062-709 (Commonwealth Bank) May 17 Ann Heath . #
Account No: 10269041 May 17 Ruth Rossetin

Y

May 25 Graeme Hill
May 28 Margaret Grandison
May 30 Michael McGraw
May 31 Nicholas Nikiforoff

&

Memberships
BSB: 062-709 (Commonwealth Bank)

Account No: 10256339

Reference: Your last name.

Please email the treasurer Marilyn Amesbury, to
confirm your deposit on australtreasurer@gmail.com

@ %%ﬂ ;..,

Don’t forget to visit our beautiful website at
http://australprobus.org/

= v O

Austral Probus is now 68 members strong! Let your friends know they are welcome to join too!

We would like to thank the Austral Bowling Club along with The Porterhouse Bistro for

their ongoing support. Thank you!

AUSTRAL

BOWLING CLUB

www.australbowlingclub.com.au
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BISTRO

President Michael McGraw

Vice President Raul Camejo

Secretary Beverly McGraw 0407 239 337
Treasurer June Wesson 0418 291 544
Activities Officer Mary Lyons

Membership Officer Ken James 0478 887 438

Travel Officer Jeanette Medway

Newsletter Christine Kiss

0407 239 319
0449 909 047

0402 332 988
0412 599 825

quickdrawl4@bigpond.com

mrhcam@bigpond.com

quickdrawl4@bigpond.com

jwesson@bigpond.net.au

mlyons51@hotmail.com

kennymundine@gmail.com

themedways@optusnet.com.au

christinejkiss@gmail.com

Disclaimer: This newsletter is PRIVATE and CONFIDENTIAL for Austral Probus Club only and is not to be used for any other purpose.
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NEW PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020

Firstly, | would like to thank the members who
voted me in as President and who had
confidence in me chairing the Management
Committee over the coming twelve months.

| would like to congratulate your other new
Committee Members and welcome them on
board. June Wesson is the newly elected
Treasurer and Raul Camejo, Vice President.

Congratulations also on their re-election
-Beverly McGraw our hard-working Secretary
-Mary Lyons our energetic Activities Officer
-Ken James our dedicated Membership

& Welfare Officer ‘
-Christine Kiss our Scribe and Editor for our T l i @
Newsletter, THE AUSTRAL ADVOCATE.

Christine has also taken on the position of Publicity Officer.

Thank you for continuing with these important roles.

Christine Scott has offered to assist Mary in the Activities portfolio, and Marilyn Amesbury will
be assisting the Treasurer, thank you for your support.

With the COVID-19 pandemic not looking good with no firm estimate of how long we will be
segregated, the Committee have decided that all General and Committee meetings have been
postponed until further notice. If any matters require urgent discussions the Committee will
meet via Skype conference hook-up. Not a good start to the new year.

The Committee’s aim when we regroup will be to continue on with entertaining Guest speakers
and activities in which all members can join on a regular basis. You will be advised when dates
and details are finalised.

Beverly, our Secretary and Christine our Newsletter editor will be keeping in touch with you
through regular emails and the newsletter in the coming months.

| wish you all a safe life and be sure to take care of your mental and physical well-being over the
coming months.

Regards
Mike McGraw
President
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OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020
Committee members, members and guests,
It has been my great pleasure and honour to
act as your president over the last two years.
Watching this club grow from 15 to over 60
members has been extremely satisfying.

For a club like this one to be successful we
need several things, motivated friendly
members, a great organising committee and a
goal for our future. We have all of these, Your
committee has worked hard to deliver what
you have asked us to, and over the last two
years we have enjoyed the following,

Morning Teas

Lunches

Day trips to Berowra Waters and the Postman’s run
Bowral Tulip Festival

Ansto Nuclear Reactor

Berrima

One overseas trip to Vietnam

Mount Annan Botanic Gardens Pic Nic day

Two Christmas in July

Two Christmas Dinners

Collected gifts for the less fortunate

Listened to a multitude of guest speakers and entertainers
Shared 22 lunches at the Bowls club

Attended two evening shows at the Bowls club

® 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 O O O o o o

To mention just some of our activities which don’t just happen they need planning and
attendees to make them work.

Our financial position is in good health which will allow us to continue to subsidise various
events throughout the year.

Now it is time for me to step down and let new thoughts and ideas come from your new
committee members.

Before | go | must thank the people that have made my job so easy.

Firstly, Beverly McGraw our fantastic Secretary who singlehandedly keeps us all in line and on
target, keeps all of you informed by email and phone, and keeps impeccable records of all our
meetings and events.
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OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020
Secondly to Marilyn (My Boss) for keeping our books and accounts balancing throughout the
Years, not an easy task with so many people collecting money and spending money.

Next is Mary, who spends every waking moment organising and researching activities for us
all to enjoy and hasn’t she done a great job. Her predecessor Lyn and Derek were also a
great organiser during our first year.

Christine Kiss for her comical and interesting newsletters which take many hours to put
together with some content from members but never enough.

Our Membership officers Ken and Michael have done a great job of tracking all our
memberships and liaising with Probus South Pacific which on its own is a huge task. Ken is
also our welfare officer, contacting and visiting our members during times of sickness and
bereavement.

Also to all our helpers each week at the meetings, Rhonda for selling the raffle tickets, Faye
for looking after the book swap and many others who help out with cleaning and other
duties without any recognition.

All these people make your club what it is today and | look forward to being a member on
the other side of this bench for a while, even though | will have to give up wearing this
jewellery!

Thank you all.

Gary Amesbury

Foundation President

PHOTOS OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 27/03/20
‘all spaced out' working for the members
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VALE GLORIA BURNELL
| am sad to announce that one of our members, Gloria Burnell, passed away last Sunday, 15t of
March, at the age of 91.

Gloria was a member of Probus for many years, joining Austral at the beginning of 2019.

Following recent illness Gloria was cared for at The Manor which is part of the Blue Hills
Retirement Village where she lived.
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THE ARCTIC CIRCLE
Beverly & Michael McGraw

The Arctic Circle is an imaginary line located at 662, 30'N
latitude, and as a guide defines the southernmost part of the
Arctic. The climate within the Circle is very cold and much of
the area is always covered with ice. In the mid winter months,
the sun never rises and temperatures can easily reach lows of
- 509 F (-46°C) in the higher latitudes. In the summer months
(further south), 24 hours of sunlight a day melts the seas and
topsoil and is the main cause of icebergs breaking off from the
frozen north and floating south, causing havoc in the shipping
lanes of the north Atlantic.

The primary residents of the Arctic include the Inuit (Eskimos), Saami and Russians, with an
overall population (of all peoples) exceeding 2 million. The indigenous Eskimos have lived in
the area for over 9,000 years, and many have now given up much of their traditional hunting
and fishing to work in the oil fields.

In 2011, Michael & | were fortunate to see the Aurora Borealis at 1.30 a.m. in Fairbanks. We
then flew over the Yukon, crossing the Arctic Circle and disembarking at Coldfoot. You may
have watched Ice Truckers on television. The truck stop has accommodation for the truckies
using the demountables which were originally moved there for the men who laid the oil
pipeline.

We then drove by 4WD to Wiseman. Although the highway tarmac looks new and smooth it is
a roller-coaster ride as the melting of permafrost in the Spring plays havoc with the surface.

At the time twenty people lived in Wiseman all year round and followed a subsistence lifestyle.
The shacks are tiny to save on heating. The heating melts the permafrost and consequently
you step down into the doorway as the shacks sink into the earth as the years go by.
Refrigeration is a manhole cut into the floor.

Jack, who showed us around and allowed us into his home was a fine-looking man in his mid-
50s who looked about 35. Members of the family manage the Wiseman Inn and local store
and supplies are very, very basic. His first wife had passed away a few years previously of “The
Sadness”. The lack of sunlight means a lack of Vitamin D which causes depression. This is now
alleviated by taking Vitamin D tablets as well as using UV Lamps. Limits are placed on the
number of bear and elk that can be butchered for home consumption. Jack was butchering an
elk at the time and had cloth bags of cranberries (vitamin C) hanging on the outside of the hut.

Jack was a very well-educated man who had a position on the Board advising the Government
on the management of the Arctic. He has a home in Fairbanks but chooses to live at Wiseman
as he doesn’t like city life. His grown children have chosen the city. His current wife was
employed at The University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

We flew back to Fairbanks as the sun went down over the Arctic.
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THE ARCTIC CIRCLE
Beverly & Michael McGraw

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

A B,

‘airARCTIC

—

THE YUKON

WISEMAN, ARCTIC CIRCLE AND JACK
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COVID 19 JOKES
* They said a mask and gloves are sufficient to go grocery shopping. They lied, everyone
else was wearing clothes

* Just been in Iceland and watched a bloke grabbing all the prawns, Mussels, lobster. |
thought you Shellfish bastard!

* Single male with toilet roll, seeks single females with hand sanitizer for some good clean
fun.

* 1did a massive shop earlier as there was a big delivery in. Bought bog roll, pasta, bread,
soup, hand gel, the lot. My trolley was absolutely rammed full. Then | saw this old lady
behind me with only two things. She looked sad and said, "I’ve only managed to get a box
of Kleenex and a bag of nuts. Everything else is gone."

| felt terrible. Here | am with all this stuff waiting in line and this poor old lady had sod all.

So | did the right thing and said to her, "Go on love, you go in front, you’ve only got two
things!"

*  With all this virus stuff about we need all the entertainers we can get, I'm very sorry for
Kenny Rogers' family but he's really picked a fine time to leave us. [Too soon?]

* Homeschooling is going well. Two students suspended for fighting and one teacher fired
for drinking on the job.

*  What if this is what finally stops the DFS sale?

* It's getting bad. I've run out of loo roll, so having to use lettuce leaves. | fear it's just tip of
the iceberg though.

* lwasinthe bank the other day when two guys came in wearing masks. Everyone started
to panic until they said "This is a robbery." And we all calmed down.

e Actually, it's only quarantine if it comes from the quarantine region of France; otherwise,
it's just sparkling isolation

Opcrahon Covid 19 wovkcd’ Why was mvldcpor'Mcr}
Allour Numans are now not consulied about this ?
\our ns
\stgqu nome with us V_

'w\ﬂ,

> /> {\ )\ 6\{(&
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2020 AUSTRAL PROBUS COMMITTEE

President Vice Presidgnt Secretary Membership & Treasurer  Activities Officer Publicity Officer
Mike McGraw  Raul Camejo  Beverly McGraw Welfare Officer ~ June Wesson Mary Lyons Christine Kiss

Kermames

GUEST SPEAKER - JIM HAYNES.
At our Annual General Meeting we were joined by guest speaker, Jim Haynes.

Jim gave us an informative and amusing talk about the lies we believe including unpleasant
truths and comforting lies. He spoke of The Ghan (not named after Afghans but George Gahan
who built the railway). The Ashes (not cricket bails but hat netting). Don’t trust Wikipedia or
family anecdotes — they are probably not true. The “truth” about the first NSW Governors, the
Rum Rebellion, the Holey Dollar & Dump. The connection between Sydney Hospital, RPA
Hospital, Sydney Town Hall, St Andrews Cathedral and the bodies supposedly moved from the
original cemetery. John Whitton, the father of NSW railways. The Zig Zag Railways, Funeral
Trains and Trams and National Parks land. The shooting of the first Royal visitor to Australia
and the number of attempts on Queen Victoria’s life. The Bondi Beach Lifesaving Team and
Charles Kingsford Smith.

We all had a good laugh and we thank Jim once again for his insightful talks.

1810
Lachlan
Macquarie
was out 1%
'ARMY’
Governor

Lies that many Aussies D€

23] NPLEASANT TRUTHS
COMFORTIG LES <=5
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PHOTOS OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

We completed our second Annual General Meeting and then celebrated with our
birthday cake. We were also once again mesmerized by the knowledge and humour of
Jim Haynes. We always learn so much from him. DON'T FORGET. You can listen to Jim

every Saturday at 10.30 on 2GB.

4 e =
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PROBUS AUSTRAL BBQ - 18/ /20

e By, a
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SOME FUN FOR YOUR DAY

YOU COME FROM

“uT Tu BRAG YOu Wll.nLu:g"l'UHN T0

DUST. | THOUGHT
DO MUILR o vionr  GROWINGOLDWOULD

WHAT I'M DOING e TAKE LONGER.

' IT COULD BE SOMEONE
WHILE I'M DOING IT. BEE 38

; SCHILDREN ARE e
GRUNDBIRENTSR G oo P

Surprise! Surprise!

SD EASY TOSBECAUSE NU It was an Apple.

"Qﬁﬁé},fj ONE WILL SPANK [Riataici

Just 1 byte.

can 0o 172 GRANDMAEEEEE

| LAUGHED
S0 HARD

TEARS

Chlldhood m]unes !

Felloftmybike N VVEZUTNE
Twisted my ankle S PA N K E D
ME AS A CHILD

Adult injuries: AS A RESULT, | NOW SUFFER

Slept wrong FROM A PSYCHOLOGICAL
Sat down too long CONDITION KNOWN AS

Sneezed too hard "RESPECT FOR OTHERS"

e — There are 2 types of people
A RIDDLE ) in the world... @ ==

|'VE REACHED Two Pinks make a Blue i
B THE AGE WHERE Two Blues make a Red
'_— MY TRAI N = [ Two Reds make a Yellow
OF THOUG HT = Two YeIIow; make a Green
- OFTEN LEAVES THE =S it
ESTATION-=
~ WITHOUT ME
...S _ 7 : e " [fouauiny uoipaisny iamsuy
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OL TIME HUMOUR

'Ti’% To thrivein = W
il life you need .ot =m 8
J vt M

| three bones: & '

e A wish bone, 5’-
s 4. baCk bone, '*} :E__g 30 Tablets

"’”‘ F and a Funny . A

‘Plant pnckly pear cactus out5|de your
daughter's bedroom window. bone
You're welcome! AUNTY :

“\

Commerative jewelery to always I was lonel)) until I glued
remember 2020.
S | a coffee cup onto my car

Wi DONTCAREHOW IR
NICETHE HANIISIIAPSMElle; AP"' Fools Day
S ) (v & is cancelled this year
as no made up prank could match
the unbelievable shit happening
in the real world right now.

‘vou SHOULD NEVER WALKOUT
OF THERESTROOM SNIFFING.YOURFINGERS.
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CORONA TIMES

Guys, don't get fooled!
Putting a drink in CHAERTGT ) | was told a mask and
each room of my Passover gloves is enough to go

house today and
calling it a pub Seder may be

Al delayed by a

to the store, but when |
got there people were
also wearing pants

and shirts %

In Germany they are
preparing for the crisis by
stocking up with sausage

and cheese.
That's the Wurst Kase
scenario.

Patient..seems..
reluctant..to get his..
prostafe..checked..

No idea what wiped the
earthlings out ..but they
had the cleanest arses ive
ever seen

P> | wonder
[ {what these things
. taste like??

whyo
WHERE'S| e (SR CORONA VIS
g b g WALDO DA i =
] socnoenncne o 5 ,‘ (erodwar ) |1, GFTDISTANGE
i g 4 1 .. (0l %On 2. NO HUGGING
e — 3. NOKISSING
4. NO SOCIAL INTERACTION
*LIKE BEING MARRIED...
BUT WITH A COUGH!
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