Probus Club of Austral Incorporated
INC NO. 1800579
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING
Friday 10*" May, 2019
Austral Bowling Club
Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179

Vice President Dereck Turner opened the meeting at 10.30 a.m. welcoming members and guests. He then
reminded those present to make sure they signed the attendance sheet and had turned off their mobile phones.

Apologies: Gary Amesbury, Alan Scott, Christine Scott, Vicki Chaney, Ruth Rossettin, Eva Miles, Gloria
Burnell, Ann Heath

Attendance: 34 members and three visitors. Two visitors lodged application forms for membership.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:

A copy of the Minutes of the meeting dated 12" April, 2019 was emailed to Members and those with no email
address received a copy by mail. Minutes taken as read.

Moved: Linda Lambert Seconded: Faye Simmons Carried

Business Arising from Previous Minutes:
e We have unsubscribed from Trade Travel

Correspondence:
e 2019 Information sheets mailed to PSPL together with payment

Moved: Brian Depena Seconded: Brigid Heess Carried

Treasurer’s Report:

Marilyn Amesbury presented the Treasurer’s Report. When paying electronically please make sure you deposit
funds to the correct account. There are no funds in the “Events” account. A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is
available to any member who requests one.

Moved: Tim Coombes Seconded: Bev Kearnes Carried

Membership Report:

Ken James advised we have 50 financial members and four visitors have joined today. Peter and Barbara Herringe

will not be renewing their membership at this stage due to health problems.

Applications for membership by Faye Simmons, June Wesson, Nicholas Nikiforoff and Elaine Nikiforoff were

confirmed and Ken presented them with their name tags and welcomed our new members into Austral Probus.
Moved: Lil Depena Seconded: Michael McGraw Carried

Activities Officer: Mary Lyons thanked members for their generous donations for our monthly raffle.

Activities Calendar: You can access the calendar on our website: www.australprobus.org

Friday May 3 — ANSTO

A highly recommended activity. We were fortunate to have a guide (Robin Davis) who had a wealth of
knowledge to pass onto us. He has spent many years in this field and made the tour interesting and
informative for all of us. We learnt so much even though some of it was difficult to comprehend. Dereck had
also booked us in for lunch at Gymea Tradies. Following a relaxed lunch, we headed off to the Hazlehurst Art
Gallery. After a quick tour of the art we boarded the bus (in the rain) and Michael drove us home. These


http://www.australprobus.org/

outings are always great fun if the volume of chatter on the bus is anything to go by. Thank you, Dereck for
organising it and thank you to Michael for ferrying us around.

Wednesday 15™ May — Visit to Mount Annan with a tour of the gardens and lunch. Meet at 11.30pm at the
entrance. Lunch will be at 12.30 pm. Please advise if you need transport. (Contact: Mary 0438 601 143 or
Beverly 0407 239 337)

Wednesday 19 June — Lunch at St Johns Park Bowling Club 12.30 p.m.

Friday 28" June - AUSTRALIAN TRILOGY SHOW CROWDED HOUSE/SPLIT ENZ, HOODOO GURUS MIDNIGHT OIL
TRIBUTE. This is a FREE show held at Austral Bowling Club. Dinner at your own cost. We will book a table for
20 and check that we have enough interested members at the June meeting.

Friday 12" July — Christmas-in-July Lunch and KK to following the monthly meeting. Cost is $20 pp. Payment
is due at the June 14™ meeting.

Thursday 25" July — The Postman’s Run. We are still taking bookings for this activity. Please contact Mary
Lyons or one of the other committee members if you would like to go. A final decision on transport is yet to
be made.

Wednesday 25" September — Tulip Time in Bowral. More details on this outing soon.

Mary advised that in November The Sapphires will be appearing at The Powerhouse, Casula. Cost $20.00. We
plan on organising a group outing to this show.

Members were once again asked to put forward any ideas they have for outings or activities.
Moved: Christine Kiss Seconded: Jeanette Medway Carried

Travel Officer:
Res Shelley has joined Austral Probus and has also offered to take up this position. She is very enthusiastic and
should have some interesting ideas to present to you. Thank you, Res.

Oran Park Probus have organised a Taiwan & Colours of the Lantern Festival trip. Cost is approx. $5,000 pp and
departs February 6 — 18, 2020. If you are interested please contact Janet Hannaford (Oran Park) on 02 4604 2481.

No matter what travel you do Probus Insurance Travel Packs are available from the Secretary for all members.
The travel does not have to be with Probus it can be a trip you have arranged.

Moved: Joan Bayley Seconded: Yvonne Semmens Carried

Newsletter & Bulletin — Christine Kiss

The latest edition of the Austral Advocate is available on our website www.australprobus.org The next edition
will be in June. Christine is always looking for contributions. If you have any items you would like to sell don’t
hesitate to let her know. A photo of the item can also be added. Any recipes, jokes or stories of travel
adventures you would like to share are also great items. Contact christinejkiss@gmail.com

Moved: Doris Spiteri Seconded: Lyn Turner Carried

General Business:
Michael Booth, the organiser of the Titanic Dinner, joined us to take final numbers and payment for this event.

Cath from Oran Park Probus visited us today advising that in September they have arranged an outing to Tobruk
which is a sheep station at Maroota, near Wisemans Ferry.

Date: 25" September
Cost: $70-$75
To book: Phone Cath on 0439 494 330

Marilyn Amesbury had a game organised for us. Marilyn thought we were a clever lot unravelling the clues and
naming the Sydney streets. However, Bev Kearnes was the smartest of all with a score of 19.


http://www.australprobus.org/
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Morning Tea Break/Raffle /Book Swap
During the break the raffle was drawn. Congratulations to the following ticket holders:

1. Fi16 Jeanette Medway
2. FO1 Michael McGraw

3. Blue 081 Yvonne Semmens
4. F06 Margaret Grandison
5. Blue 084 Lyn Turner

Mother’s Day Raffle Draw winner was Blue Ticket 085 Faye Simmons

Book Swap: During Morning Tea members had a look through the books on display and several were swapped.

We also handed out specially decorated cupcakes to celebrate Mothers’ Day during morning tea.

Speaker:
Dereck Turner, our Vice President, gave a talk on The Upper Canal & Sydney’s Water.

Looked after by Water N.S.W. not by the Water Board which was formerly M.W.S. & D. Board

The Upper Canal runs past Antegra (which was of interest to most of our members)

Itis listed on the State Heritage Register

20-40% of Sydney’s water passes through the Canal.

The Tank Stream was Sydney’s first water supply built in 1826 by Governor Phillip.

The Tank Stream is open to tour once a year — you need to book.

When our first water supply became polluted John Busby built the catchment at Centennial Park which
was channelled to Hyde Park.

A 64km long canal was built to Prospect Reservoir.

1** dam was Cataract Dam built in 1907

2"¥ dam Cordeaux built 1918 — 1926 } These dams supply Wollongong & surrounds

3® dam Avon Dam built 1927 }

4™ dam Nepean which supplies Bargo, Thirlmere, Picton, The Oaks

Water from the four dams supply the Macarthur district.

Our water is some of the cleanest in the world as it is run through sand filters from The Upper Canal
through to Prospect Reservoir.

Another dam was to be built near Woronora to supply the southern suburbs. The Premier, Bob Carr,
stopped the proposal and built the Desalination Plant instead. The proposed site of the dam was then
declared a National Park covering 6,000 hectares. This decision can never be revoked.

The Desalination Plant has an output of 90,000,000 litres/day and costs $150,000/day to run.

The cost to operate the dam would have been minimal.

Dereck, thank you for this informative talk.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.30 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
FRIDAY, 14 June, 2019
COMMENCING AT 10.30 A.M.

Vice President Secretary



