
 
Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 

INC NO.    INC1800579 

8th General Meeting 

Friday 12th October 2018 
Austral Bowling Club 

Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 
 

Vice President Frank Ranieri opened the meeting at 10.35 a.m. He reminded members to sign the attendance 
sheet at the front desk. 
 
Apologies: Gary & Marilyn Amesbury, Lyn & Dereck Turner, Edwina Bohannon, Tim Coombs, Doris Spiteri, 

Rhonda Robinson 
 
Attendance:  33 members plus       3 guests 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
A copy of the Minutes of the meeting dated 14th September 2018 was emailed to Members and those with no 
email address received a copy by mail.  A brief summary was given to those present. 
Moved:   Colin Backhouse   Seconded:   Joan Bayley  Carried 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
At our last meeting Gary asked members to approve plaques being ordered for our sponsors in recognition of 
their support of the club.  The plaques have been received and will be engraved for presentation at the Christmas 
Party on 14th December. 
 
Linda Lambert has kindly offered to be Theatre & Movie Officer.  Thank you, Linda.  We look forward to some 
cultural outings. 
 
We are still seeking someone who Is willing to organise the monthly lunch venue next year. 
  
Correspondence: -      

• October/November Active Retirees Magazines received from PSPL. 

• We received Name Tags for our new members. 

• Two Plaques from PSPL 

• An email from Julia Oliver PSPL complimenting Gary Amesbury and the Club on our new website. 
Moved:   Deidre Ranieri   Seconded:   Gail Backhouse  Carried 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
In Marilyn’s absence a concise report was tabled by Mary Lyons. Members who are going to Vietnam will be 
receiving a small refund of their airfares due to a discount being negotiated by Eileen Ryan.  Details of our current 
financial position are available from the Treasurer at any time.   
Moved:    Lynda Lambert  Seconded:   Ken James  Carried 
 
Membership Report: 
Michael McGraw presented five new members with their name badges and welcomed them into Austral Probus.   
These members are: Elizabeth Callipari, Brigid Heess, Peter Heess, Peter Herringe, Barbara Herringe 
 
Unfortunately, new members Michelle O’Brien and Lynne Fleeton were absent from the meeting. 
Austral Probus Club now has 48 members with two new applications for membership taken today. 
Moved:  Mick Ryan   Seconded: Gail Backhouse   Carried 
 
  



Activities Officer: 
As the Activities Officer was absent the following points were raised by the Secretary: 

- The last morning tea was very well attended. 
- Members were reminded of the Tom Thumb outing on November 16th.  Three more members 

were interested and booked their seats. 
- Our membership is growing and we are hoping to add more activities in coming months.   
- Our next lunch is Tuesday 16th October 12.30 pm at Lakeside Golf Club, Raby Road.  We hope to 

see you there. 
- On Saturday 8th December, Austral Bowling Club has a FREE evening, featuring SIMPLY BUSHED a 

Country Band who have won many awards including the People’s Choice Awards and were 
Finalists in the Golden Guitars. Please let us know if you are interested in this free show.  We will 
only book a table if you guarantee you will attend as on a previous occasion only five of 20 people 
went. 

- December 14th meeting will be followed by a Christmas lunch.  Cost is $25 pp.  We will take 
payment at the November meeting.  There will be three types of meat including ham and pork 
together with baked vegetables, Christmas pudding and Pavlova for those who don’t like pudding.   

Moved:  Gemma Morales  Seconded:  Joan Bayley   Carried 
 

Travel Organiser: 
Jeanette Medway:  An email was sent to all members re a tour to China in October 2019.  Base tour cost is $1399.  
There are two extensions which can be added which gives a total cost of $2939.  It is your choice how much of the 
trip you wish to cover.  There will be $1,000 deposit with the balance payable 90 days prior to departure.  
Members will be updated as more information comes to hand.  Please have a look at the itinerary that was sent 
attached to the email and consider this trip as we may be entitled to a discount.  Suggested date of departure 13th 
October 2019.  Contact Jeanette if you are interested. 
 

Vietnam:  Due to a reduction in airfares members will receive a refund.  For new members an itinerary is 
available.   
 

In September next year there is a trip to Broken Hill for $2200.  Jeanette thought this was expensive but we will 
go ahead if enough people show interest.   Jeanette is also looking at travel to Japan. 
 

Probus Insurance Travel Packs are available to all members from the Travel Officer or Secretary. 
Moved:    Colin Backhouse  Seconded:   Elizabeth Callipari  Carried 
 
Newsletter & Bulletin 
Christine Kiss:  the next Newsletter is almost ready for publication.  For a “bit of fun” Christine asked us to send 
her our baby photos.  These will be published and a competition will take place at the next meeting to see if we 
can work out who the photos belong to.  We couldn’t have changed too much! 
Please email Christine if you have any recipes, anecdotes, tall stories, poems or buy and sell items. 
Moved:   Mike McGraw   Seconded: Lil Depena  Carried 
 
General Business: 

• Frank Ranieri told the meeting that the General Business part of the meeting is a good time for members 
to make comment and to air their ideas and requests. 

• A number of members then asked for more detail about the trip on the Tom Thumb on 16th November.  
Some did say they would prefer not to have to take their own lunch.  We will advise at the 9th November 
meeting whether this arrangement will be changed.  Below is an excerpt from the Club Calendar available 

on our website  http://australprobus.org 
 

Outing on the "Tom Thumb III", three hours cruising in the relaxed and informal atmosphere, you will 
enjoy exploring the upper reaches of the Hacking River, one of Sydney's most unspoiled waterways, with 
its many bays and inlets down to the open expanses of Port Hacking and Bate Bay. You will see 
breathtaking views of the Royal National Park, which borders the whole southern shoreline. Learn about 
the early explorers of the district, Historical settlements deer farming in the park, the state's first fish 
hatchery. Pass by Aboriginal sites; whilst discovering their names and meanings, and cruise by some of 
Sydney’s most magnificent waterfront properties. Cost $50 for bus and ferry, BYO Morning tea/lunch. 
Visit Camelia Gardens overlooking the beautiful Yowie Bay. We depart at 8.15am from Antegra, Old 
Cowpasture Road, Leppington.  There is plenty of parking. 

 

http://australprobus.org/


 
Morning Tea Break/Raffle   
 

Sponsors:  IGA Austral donated six bottles of wine again this month.   Thank you to the members who donated a 
lovely box of chocolates for the raffle.   
Results are: 

1st  Blue C67  Vicki Hale 
2nd  White O15  Brigid Heess 
3rd Blue C84  Eileen Ryan (Eileen also won 4th prize but re-donated it.  Thank you) 
4th White O18  Christine Kiss 

Congratulations to the winners. 
 

Speaker: 
Following the break Frank Ranieri introduced our speaker, Mr. Jim Haynes OAM (2016).  Jim is an Author, 
Entertainer and Historian and broadcasts on both the ABC and the Macquarie Network. 
 

Jim Haynes proved to be a vibrant, interesting and funny gentleman who has a wealth of knowledge and many 
interesting tales to tell.  He kept us enthralled with his enthusiasm for people and places and in particular 
Australia.  Some interesting points: 
- Jim trained at Teachers College as an Economics & Geography teacher but found teaching was not for him. 
- He was a member of quite a few bands which opened the door to his future in entertaining. 
- He has written and published 26 books.  His publisher is Alex & Unwin who were originally British.  They went 

broke but the name was bought by an Australian and it has continued as an all Australian Publisher.  Their 
success came because they signed up an unknown British writer called J.K. Rowling and bought the 
distribution rights for Australia, the Pacific and Asia. 

- Jim has toured with, to name a few, Slim Dusty, Mel Schneider, Adam Brand, Lee Kernaghan, Smokey Dawson. 
 

According to Jim  
The Ghan is not named after Afghani Camel Drivers but after George A Gahan who started the first train to Alice 
Springs (originally called Stuart).  The cost was £7,860.  It constantly broke down, suffered damage from white 
ants, flooded and was at times up to five weeks late.  The guard carried a .303 rifle to shoot kangaroos for food if 
the train broke down. 
 
The Ashes are not the ashes of the bails from the cricket match when the Australians beat the English on 
29/8/1882.  England was so shocked at losing the newspaper reported that Cricket was dead and the body would 
be cremated and taken to Australia.  Ivo Bligh, Earl of Darnley VIII, and Captain of the English Cricket Team met a 
young Florence Morphy who cheekily presented him with a terracotta perfume bottle holding the ashes of the 
veil from her hat.  This supposedly came to be The Ashes as we know it. 
 
Aussie, Aussie, Aussie.  Oi, Oi, OI.  Where did this chant come from?  When entertainer Max Boyce went on stage 
he called out in Welsh Oggy, Oggy, Oggy to find out how many Welshmen were in the audience.  In reply they 
would call out Oi, Oi, Oi which is a Welsh Pastie.  Frank Ifield was a very popular Australian entertainer who was 
one of just a handful of people who have had four consecutive No. 1 hits.  One day when touring he called out 
Aussie, Aussie, Aussie and the audience replied Oi, Oi, Oi.  So, Frank Ifield believes he is responsible for this chant. 
 

Jim could have kept us entertained for hours and told us he has 27 more talks.  He said he would be more than 
happy to visit us again.  We look forward to having Jim Haynes come to Austral Probus again sometime in 2019. 
 

Frank Ranieri presented Jim with a Certificate of Appreciation and a donation.  Jim then joined us for lunch in the 
restaurant. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.30 p.m.  
Our Speaker for November is Frank Higgins from automotive body the NRMA. 
 
The next General Meeting of Probus Club of Austral will be held on  
 

Friday, 9th November, 2018 commencing at 10.30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
President       Secretary 


