Probus Club of Austral Incorporated
INC NO. 1800579
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING
Friday 13t December, 2019
Austral Bowling Club
Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179

President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.30 a.m. and welcomed members and guests. He reminded
us that Lisa from Proud Mary would be our speaker and the meeting would be followed by a Crazy Santa and
lunch.

Apologies: Lyn Turner, Maureen Hill, Graham Hill.

Attendance: 45 Members & 3 Guests

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
Minutes were emailed to members and taken as read. Printed copies are available at each meeting.
Moved: Faye East Seconded: Peter Heess Carried

Business Arising from Previous Minutes:
Nil

Correspondence: From PSPL re Trade Travel’s new rep for NSW
Trade Travel Invitation to their Expos 26 and 27 May 2020
PSPL — Coal River Coaches re trips to Tasmania — 15% off
Ambarvale Hotel — re Probus Club Lunch Offer
PSPL email re increase in Capitation Fee to $15 pp
PSPL Community News Email thanking all Volunteers and including Grant Assistance

Treasurer’s Report:

The reports for both the General and Events accounts were submitted by Marilyn Amesbury. Marilyn said that
the Treasurer’s books are open to all members of the club and copies of the reports are available to all members
on request.

Moved: Marilyn Amesbury Seconded: Linda Lambert Carried

Membership Report:
Ken James presented Raul and Maria Camejo with their badges and welcomed them and Michael Clarke to the
Austral Probus Club. He advised we now have 60 members.

Gary asked members to recommend the club to their friends. Guests may attend three meetings/activities before
they have to join. This gives them the opportunity to see how friendly we are! We still believe that a maximum
of 75 members would be best for the club.

Activities Officer:

e Friday 10% January — lunch at 12.00 Noon at Austral Bowling Club to catch up with friends.

e The Mt. Annan Picnic Day on Tuesday 18 February — will commence at 11.00 a.m. Meet at Mt. Annan.
This is a free event but you will need to bring your own drinks. Mary was told there is a $255 booking fee
for an undercover area however she believes there are some areas that are free. She will check. Don’t
hesitate to ask a committee member if you need a lift to this event.

e Thursday 26" March — Gary has been in touch with a couple of wineries/tour companies. Various
costings were discussed. Cost will depend on whether we book an organised tour with coach; organise
our own tours and book our own coach. Final information to come.



e Tuesday, 3" Mary thanked the 12 members who helped wrap the gifts for The Big Yellow Umbrella
charity. The organisers were truly overwhelmed. Someone from this charity will be our guest speaker in
2020.

e Mary also thanked members for their generous donations to our weekly raffles. She also thanked
Rhonda Robinson for her help each month; Lil Depena for making the mice decorations for our Christmas
Lunch and Marilyn Amesbury for bringing along her Mum’s family games to make our meetings more
interesting.

Travel:
A travel presentation will follow the morning tea break.

Newsletter:

Christine Kiss was very relieved to tell us the final newsletter for the year is now available on line and with hard
copies on the information table. If you would like Christine to send the newsletter to your email address please
let her know. She also hopes to have a short one ready for the February 2020 meeting. Contributions of recipes
or your funny/disastrous holiday stories would be appreciated. You can read all of the newsletters on our
website - australprobus.org

General Business:
Gary Amesbury: The Survey for Year 2020 Planning gave a good insight into what you would like from the club. It
was disappointing that only three members said they would consider a position on the committee.

Results:

Types of activities — 37 want day coach trips, 27 bus, train and ferry outings, 32 river cruises.

Travel holidays within Australia 20, Overseas 15.

Monthly activities: 36 want lunches, 18 morning teas, 16 walking group, 6 craft group, 7 photography, 27
movies/theatre.

Four don’t want guest speakers but 36 do. Four don’t want games at the meeting — 31 do.

There is a walking group run by the Heath Foundation each Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8.00-8.30 a.m.
Approximately 3km walk. There is no cost and t-shirts are provided. Lunch once a month. Run by Outer
Liverpool Community.

The President also asked members to consider taking up a position on the committee in 2020. If no-one shows
interest Austral Probus will close. A description of each position is available. Contact the Secretary (Beverly) or
take a copy from the Information Table. The AGM is Friday March 13™. Gary also asked for members to let us
know if they are interested in supporting the club by helping out when needed. Even though Marilyn and Gary
will step down from the committee next year they will still be helping out when necessary.

Presentations of Certificates of Appreciation were then made to the management of Austral Bowling Club and
The Porterhouse Bistro. Gary thanked Karen Brown for allowing us to use the club rooms and gave her chocolates
for the staff. He thanked Rupesh for the monthly donation of a $25 lunch gift voucher as well as chocolates for
his staff.

Morning Tea Break/Raffle /Book Swap
Congratulations to the following winning ticket holders for the raffle this month were:

1. Orange C34 Mary Lyons 2. Black F89 Linda Lambert
3. Black F83  Yvonne Semmens 4. Orange 030 Anne Heath
5. Orange 023 Errol Schultz 6. Black F94 Margaret McQuillan
7. Orange O01 Bev Kearnes 8. Orange C62 Joan Bayley
9. Orange 065 Vicki Hale 10. Black F71 Ruth Rossitin

Guest:

We have organised a holiday for club members leaving Sunday 20" September, 2020. Lisa from Proud Mary River
Cruises gave a visual presentation as well as a rundown of the itinerary. The Murray River is the longest in the
world following the Amazon, Mississippi and the Nile. Thank you, Lisa, for a very informative talk.



Inclusions: Transfers to and from Sydney and Adelaide Airports. All meals with the exception of the first
lunch. All sightseeing. Fully refurbished18 cabin boat — all have ensuites. Binoculars provided. Adelaide
sightseeing tour. Accommodation in Adelaide at The Hilton hotel. Two chefs provide dishes from oysters to
turkey. There is a Captain’s Dinner and the captain is a qualified ecologist. Barossa Valley Day Tour and then free
time to explore on the free tram or visit Art Galleries, The Zoo. Deposit $400 pp.

Silly Santa: Everyone bought a small gift to the value of $5. These were swapped around and everyone
seemed to be happy with their prize. Christine Kiss decorated all of the tables with packs of Christmas baubles
and chocolates for the delighted members to take home. Thank you so much Christine for your contribution.

The meeting closed at 12 Noon.

Our merry group then went to the Porterhouse Bistro for a lovely lunch.

THE NEXT MEETING WHICH IS THE FINAL ONE FOR 2019
WILL BE HELD ON
FRIDAY, 14" FEBRUARY, 2020
COMMENCING AT 10.30 A.M.

Gary Amesbury, President Beverly McGraw, Secretary



