
 
Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 

INC NO.    INC1800579 

5th General Meeting 
Friday 13th July 2018 
Austral Bowling Club 

Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 
 

The President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.50 a.m. including housekeeping and then welcomed 
members and guests including Peter O’Loughlin, President of the Probus Macarthur Cluster.  Gary explained the 
late start was due to circumstances beyond our control. 
 
Apologies: Nil 
 
Attendance: 33 members plus      7 guests 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
A copy of the Minutes of the meeting dated 8th June, 2018 was emailed to Members and those with no email 
address received a hard copy.  A brief summary was given to those present. 
Moved:  Linda Lambert   Seconded:  Mary Lyons  Carried 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
There was no business arising 
  
Correspondence: -      

o Certificate of Currency with QBE Insurance for 2018/2019 year from PSPL 
o Badges for new members  
o New Membership Cards from PSPL 
o Travel information from Trade Travel   

Moved:  Mick Ryan   Seconded:    Linda Lambert Carried 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Marilyn Amesbury gave details of the current financial position of the Club to the meeting.  Details are  
available from the Treasurer.  Bank Balance is in the black. 
Moved:  Colin Backhouse  Seconded:  Dereck Turner Carried 
 
Membership Report: 
Michael McGraw advised the meeting that we have 36 registered members and seven new applications this 
morning.  New applications will be considered at the next Management Meeting in August.  Members were 
reminded about completing Indemnity Forms and the reasons explained.   
 
The Meeting welcomed our new members Mick Ryan, Chris Scott, Yvonne Semmens, Joy Rix, Doris Spiteri, 
Marjatta and Harry Perala. 
Moved:  Michael McGraw  Seconded:  Marilyn Amesbury Carried 
 
Activities Officer: 
Lyn Turner was pleased to announce that all of the seats have been taken for our outing to Berrima on 30th 
August.  There are also a couple of names on a ‘standby’ list. 
 
Lyn advised the Activities Committee has started organising a trip to Canberra for the Tulip Festival.  Money for 
this outing will be taken one month in advance. 
 
Another outing being considered is a trip on the boat the “Tom Thumb”. 



 
Coffee Mornings will be held on the 4th Friday of each month at Antegra Village commencing at 10.00 am.   
The last Coffee Morning was a success.  The scones were large and delicious with plenty of jam and cream for 
everyone.  It was a chatty group and we all enjoyed ourselves. 
 
Lyn advised that a paper copy of the Social Agenda is available to anyone who does not have a computer. 
 
A decision re the Nepean Belle has not been made as we need to have a deposit of $380.00 in advance before the 
company will take a booking.  So there is a lot of organising to be done if we are to go ahead with this outing.   
Moved:  Eileen Ryan  Seconded:  Linda Lambert  Carried 
 
Travel Organiser: 
Jeanette Medway and Eileen Ryan attended a Trade Travel Expo at Gymea.  There was a great deal of information 
available for trips next year.   Jeanette then introduced Eileen who has been organising an itinerary for a trip to 
Vietnam in 2019.  Because it is not as hot the trip would more than likely be in March.  We would need 12 – 13 
people to make it viable.  Eileen has negotiated an approximate cost of $900.00.  Return airfares may be as low as 
$600.  Possible all up cost $2,000 pp.  Jeanette and Eileen will keep us updated on this trip and also the trip to the 
Hunter Valley to see The Christmas Lights.  We need 20 members for this two-day outing to proceed on 10th-11th 
December.  Cost $399 pp. 
 
Newsletter & Bulletin 
Christine Kiss is almost ready to publish our next Newsletter.  She will be taking photos of members and 
circulating a questionnaire.  In the Newsletter this item will be called “Probus Probe” and will give an insight into 
each member.  It is up to you whether you wish to participate. 
 
Don’t forget to email Christine if you have any recipes, anecdotes, tall stories, poems or buy and sell items. 
 
General Business: 
Vice President, Frank Ranieri gave a very succinct talk.  He commented that we are a new club which is growing 
each month.  Commitment to the club is essential if we are to prosper.  If each of us expresses an interest in an 
outing or event then we need to show up to that event.  We have had two occasions where bookings have been 
made and only a very few people came.  In future the club will be seeking payment for outings/events at the 
General Meeting one month in advance of the event.  We will be circulating Probus policies regarding this. 
 
Sponsors:  IGA Austral donated six bottles of wine for our raffle won by the following ticket numbers: 
   

No. M97 Marjatta Perala   No. M63  Lilian Depena 
No. M94 Michael Ryan   No. E06  Jeanette Medway 
No. E08  Rhonda Robinson 

Thank you to Mary Lyons for re-donating after having a winning ticket and congratulations to the winners. 
 
Morning Tea Break 
 
Speaker:  Gary Amesbury 
Gary was at a disadvantage from the beginning of his talk.  He had gone to the trouble of preparing a Powerpoint 
Presentation but because of Austral Bowling Club having another booking we did not have access to the usual 
facilities.  However, he gave a very interesting talk on being a Model T Ford Club member and his and Marilyn’s 
trip around Australia to raise money for Camp Quality. 
 
I don’t think he managed to encourage anyone at the meeting to follow in his footsteps.  They endured dust and 
torrential rain.  Travelled 22,000 kilometres in 180 days at approximately 60 kph.  They broke three axles and one 
diff.  But they did raise $10,000.  Good work Gary. 
 
Peter O’Loughlin then advised us of various trips which have been organised by other Probus Clubs.  Peter 
reminded us that we are welcome to join with others for travel. 
 
 November There is a 19 day trip to Tasmania at a cost of $3950 pp.  You can do all or part of this trip. 
 February Trade Travel has an 8 day trip to New Zealand  
 March 2019 5 – day tour to Tamworth 



 
 
 May/June Baltic Countries including Croatia 
 Sept 2019 Western Country Tour including Mildura, Lake Mungo, Broken Hill 
 
If anyone is interested please contact a committee member and we will put you in touch with Peter. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.10 p.m. when we all gathered to enjoy the 
Christmas-In-July lunch. 
 
Our Speaker for August is Arthur Pearce from the Australian National Maritime Museum. 
 
The next General Meeting of Probus Club of Austral will be held on  

 
Friday, 10th August 2018 commencing at 10.30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
President       Secretary 
 
 
 


