
 

Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 
INC NO.    1800579 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
Friday 14th February 2020 

Austral Bowling Club 
Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 

 

President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.30 a.m. and welcomed members and guests and wished all 
present a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
Apologies: Vicki Chaney, Lyn Turner, Maureen Hill, Graham Hill, Errol Schultz, June Wesson. 

Attendance: 45 Members & 9 Guests 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Minutes were emailed to members and taken as read.  Printed copies are available at each meeting. 
Moved:   Lil Depena  Seconded:   Peter Heess Carried 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
Nil 
 
Correspondence Received: Active Retirees Magazines   
  Email dd 31.12.2019 re appointments to the PSPL Board 
  Email from Peter O’Loughlin, Narellan Probus, re travel in 2020 
  Email from PSPL re District 9675 & 9685 Information Days 
  Email dd 27.12.2019 re 2020 Coach Group Rates  
Correspondence Sent:  Email dd 16.1.2020 to “YOUR LIVERPOOL – CLUB INFO” placing an ad for Austral 

 Probus  
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
The reports for both the General and Events accounts were submitted by Marilyn Amesbury.  Marilyn said that 
the Treasurer’s books are open to all members of the club and copies of the reports are available to all members 
on request. 
Moved:  Marilyn Amesbury Seconded:   Rhonda Robinson  Carried 

Marilyn then addressed the members, encouraging them to accept a position at the AGM.  When Austral Probus 

was formed two years ago we started from the ground up.  The current committee is very aware of how 

intimidating it may seem to nominate for a position, but Marilyn reiterated that we are all there to help one 

another.  There would be plenty of support.  If no-one nominates there will be no April meeting.  June Wesson 

has nominated for Treasurer and Marilyn has nominated as Assistant. 

Membership Report: 
Ken James presented Gillian Schultz and Joy Douglas with their badges and welcomed them and Errol Schultz as 
members of Austral Probus Club.  He also presented Joan Bayley with a replacement badge.  New Probus 
Passports are on order and will be distributed once we have received them.  Our membership now stands at 62. 
 
The current annual fee of $55.00 will be continued into the coming financial year commencing end of March. 
 
Activities Officer:   

• In September we have arranged a trip on the Proud Mary – Murray River and Barossa Valley.  Two cabins 
are still available (4 people).  The itinerary, cost and contact details are available from the Secretary. 

• The committee was delighted with the attendance at the lunch we held on 10th January.   

• The calendar on the website has been updated. 



• The Mt. Annan Picnic Day on Tuesday 18th February – will commence at 11.00 a.m.  Meet at Mt. Annan.  
This is a free event but you will need to bring your own chair and drinks.  Please put your name on the list 
for this outing and indicate whether you are vegan or would prefer beef or pork sausages.  BBQ at 12.30 
pm.  Don’t hesitate to ask a committee member if you need a lift to this event.  A map of the area with 
instructions on how to find the picnic area (Banksia No. 2) will be emailed to members. 

• Thursday 27th February – Lunch at St. Johns Park Bowling Club.  Meet inside the club at 12 Noon.  We 
have always found this to be an excellent lunch venue at a very reasonable price. 

• Wednesday 25th March – South Coast Tour by coach.  We need 48 people.  Cost will be approximately 
$70 pp and includes morning tea at The Berry Treat Factory, wine tasting and lunch.  Meet at Antegra, Old 
Cowpasture Road, Leppington for an 8.30 a.m. start.  Parking is available.  As membership fees and 
payment for this outing both fall due in March, members were advised they can pay them off by Direct 
Deposit or at any meeting.  Direct Deposit details are available at the information desk or you will find it 
in the newsletter or at http://australprobus.org   

• Wednesday 29th April – Lunch at Marconi Club, Prairievale Road, Bossley Park.  Meet at 12 Noon.  Held in 
the Star Buffet with a discount with a Seniors Card.  There is plenty of parking. 

• May – a visit to Cockatoo Island ($12) by train and ferry.  This should be a great day out.  More 
information to come. 

• Dereck Turner confirmed that the trip to the High Country with Cherrybrook Probus is definitely going 
ahead.  The Motor Inn has four rooms still available for this tour during the first week in April.  Sites have 
not been affected by the recent fires.  If you would like to attend please contact Dereck at 
drturner01@bigpond.com as soon as possible. 

• Coming soon – Sculptures By The Sea exhibition now at Casula Powerhouse with lunch at The Bellbird 
Café. 

• Gill Schultz, who is a new member, has already booked a trip that she saw advertised in the Active 
Retirees Magazine.  Gill told us the Probus contact was helpful and efficient and organised everything 
including insurance for Gill.  Thank you for your recommendation Gill. 

 
Some members have joined the walking group run by the Heart Foundation each Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
8.00-8.30 a.m.  Approximately 3km walk.  There is no cost and t-shirts are provided.  Meet outside the Austral 
Pharmacy closest to Austral Bowling Club. 
 
A NEW ACTIVITY: 
 Christine Kiss has commenced the new club year by starting up a Craft Group which meets every Monday 
 at 10.00 a.m. 
 Where: The Church Hall on the Hill, 22nd Avenue, West Hoxton (off Fifteenth Ave near the shops) 
 Come along and get to know your fellow Austral Probus members. 
 If you would like to know more contact Christine christinejkiss@gmail.com , Lydia Stone or Faye Simmons. 

 
Travel: 
There are a number of tours available in 2020 – Trade Travel (a Probus sponsor) has a tour to Norfolk Island 
between March 1 – 8.  Narellan Probus has organised tours to Mudgee leaving March 16 as well as one to the 
Eyre Peninsula & The Flinders Ranges from September 11.  Our own trip on the Murray River and to the Barossa 
Valley is scheduled for September 20.  If you would like further information on any of these trips please see the 
Information Table at each meeting or email the Secretary at austral@probusclubs.com.au 
 
New Zealand, Grand Pacific Tours (Probus Sponsor) is offering a number of tours this year and they do cater for 
solo travellers. They are offering discounts which ends on 29th February.  Please contact your local travel agent 
and quote “LEAP YEAR SALE” if you are interested.   
 
Newsletter:  Christine Kiss 
The February 2020 newsletter is now completed and has been published online.  Printed copies are available at 
each meeting with preference being given to those without computer access.  If you would like Christine to send 
the newsletter directly to your email address please let her know.  Contributions of recipes or your 
funny/disastrous stories would be appreciated.  If you have something you would like to sell let her know and she 
will find a spot for it. 
 
You can read all of the newsletters on our website – http://australprobus.org   
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General Business: 
Gary Amesbury said that although he and Marilyn will be stepping down at the AGM they are definitely not 
leaving the club.  He reiterated that it is most important that members consider nominating for a position on the 
committee.   
 

 A description of each position is available.  Contact the Secretary (Beverly) or take a copy from the Information 
Table.  The AGM is Friday March 13th.    Gary also asked for members to let us know if can support us by helping 
out when we need an extra pair of hands.   
 

Mary Lyons advised of some Liverpool Council sponsored Seniors Week activities: 
 19th February 10.00 – 12.30 Seniors Games Morning at Oran Park 
 20th February 10.00 – 12.00 Touching Stories – Palliative Care Unit at Liverpool Hospital 
For more information contact Mary at mlyons51@hotmail.com  
 

Morning Tea Break/Raffle /Book Swap 
Thank you, Gary for the heart shaped Valentine’s Day biscuits you baked for everyone at the meeting. 
Congratulations to the following winning ticket holders:   
 1. Orange C20 Christine Kiss  2. Orange C05 Lil Depena 
 3. Orange C85 Gill Schultz  4. Orange C68 Joan Bayley 
 5. Orange C88 Vicki Hale  6. Blue C10 Brigid Heess  
 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Gary welcomed our speaker Skye, a representative from CareFlight.  A few points made by Skye 
are as follows: 

- There are three parts to CareFlight’s Mission:   1. To save lives   2. Speed & Recovery   3. To Serve in any 
way they can. 

- They commenced operating in July 1986.  Channel 9 made a promotional video to celebrate CareFlight’s 
34 years in operation 

- Many modes of transport now, 4 x BK117s, 1 x AF350, 1 x AW39, 8 x King Airs, 3 x Beech Jets, 11 x Road 
Vehicles.  Pilots have to train for thousands of hours to qualify for the job. 

- Over 530 staff 
- Each flight includes a pilot, specialist doctor, paramedic and crewman. 
- From Emergency Room 000 call to take off is four to five minutes.  That takes a lot of training. 
- Major trauma costs $4,500,000 p.a. 
- Based in Sydney and the Northern Territory.  Support the population locally, statewide, nationally and 

internationally.   
- When you travel think of insurance.  If you don’t have any the cost to extract you from Bali is $25,000 

approx. and from the United States upwards of $250,000 (this trip includes two teams and three legs). 
- Train Defence Force personnel with simulation training. 
- They run Trauma Care Workshops at no cost. 
- First in the world to carry blood and plasma. 
- No Grants are given by the Government only paid contracts. 
- Mounties Club is their main sponsor. 
- There is a fee to use the Air Ambulance for transport. 
- Community donations and fund raising are the biggest forms of financial support. 
- They sell 70,000 CareFlight Bears annually. 
- Register your Return & Earn monies to go to CareFlight. 
- CareFlight base at Westmead welcomes group visits. 

 

The meeting closed at 12 Noon followed by a noisy and delicious lunch at the Porterhouse Bistro.  
 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
FRIDAY, 13th MARCH, 2020 

COMMENCING AT 10.30 A.M.  
(N.B.  Doors Open at 10.15 a.m.) 

 
 

 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Gary Amesbury, President     Beverly McGraw, Secretary 
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