
 
Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 

INC NO.    INC1800579 

7th General Meeting 

Friday 14th September 2018 
Austral Bowling Club 

Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 
 

The President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.35 a.m. including housekeeping and then welcomed 
members and guests 
 
Apologies: Fay East, Mary Lyons, Alan Scott, Christine Scott, Maureen Hill, Graham Hill, Elizabeth Callipari 
 
Attendance:  28 members plus       8 guests 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
A copy of the Minutes of the meeting dated 10th August, 2018 was emailed to Members and those with no email 
address received a hard copy.  A brief summary was given to those present. 
Moved:   Joan Bayley   Seconded:   Mick Ryan  Carried 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
There was no business arising 
  
Correspondence: -      

• A letter was mailed to a member re her membership status. 

• An email was received from the National Maritime Museum thanking us for our donation. 

• Updated flyers from PSPL promoting Probus (Members were asked to take a few for distribution) 
Moved:   Lyn Turner   Seconded:   Frank Ranieri Carried 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Marilyn Amesbury gave details of the current financial position of the Club to the meeting.  Details are  
available from the Treasurer.  Bank Balance is in the black.  Deposits for the Vietnam trip have been placed in a 
Trust Fund. 
Gary advised the meeting that most clubs charge a fee for each meeting.  We are in the fortunate position of not 
having to pay for our clubroom.  However, we do need to raise funds as it is a provision in the Club rules that we 
have enough funds to cover the next 12 months outgo.  We are trying to achieve this by holding a raffle each 
meeting. 
Moved:    Lynda Lambert  Seconded:   Dereck Turner Carried 
 
Membership Report: 
New member Michelle O’Brien was absent from the meeting and could not be presented with her membership 
badge.   
Jan Scocco withdrew her Foundation Membership application as she has not paid fees and has not attended 
Probus meetings in part due to poor health. 
Michael McGraw advised that due to her resignation we now have 43 members and five visitors today completed 
application forms and paid their joining fees. 
Moved:  Deidre Ranieri   Seconded: Eileen Ryan   Carried 
 
Activities Officer: 
Lyn Turner advised members of the following: 

- A great day was had by all who went to Berrima.  We just wished we had more time. 
- We have had poor attendance at the monthly lunches.  Lyn asked if we should keep scheduling them.  

Suggestions from members are welcome.  It was suggested that the days be alternated as people 



have other commitments on specific days.  Lunches to go ahead as per the calendar for the rest of the 
year.  Changes may be made for 2019. 

- Next lunch is Tuesday 18th September at Cabra-Vale Diggers 12.30pm. 
- Lyn would like to see more people at the Monthly Morning Tea.  Coffee, Tea with as many scones as 

you can eat.  Dereck will meet you at the front of Antegra. 
- A flyer from Sutherland Shire re their Seniors Christmas function was passed to members for their 

information. 
- Today we are taking bookings for the Tom Thumb outing. Cost is $50 and covers the bus hire and 

ferry trip.    
Expressions of Interest were sought re the following outings for 2019: 

- ANSTO Lucas Heights (2½ hour tour) with lunch at Tradies Gymea then a stop at the Hazlehurst 
Galleries.  Activities Committee to book this. 

- Kembla Grange Racecourse. $55 includes bistro lunch, entry into racecourse, reserved seating. 
- Majestic Lunch Cruise. $79. 
- River Cat to Parramatta from the CBD.  This would cost $2.50 plus lunch at the Port of Call Restaurant 

at Parramatta.  Travel by train not bus.  We need to check for low/high tide. 
- South Coast Winery Tour – Berry.   
- Money will need to be paid in advance for any tours booked. 

Moved:  Vicki Chaney   Seconded:   Deidre Ranieri  Carried 
 
Travel Organiser: 
Jeanette Medway:  An email has been sent to all members regarding tours booked by other Probus groups in the 
Macarthur Cluster.  It can be difficult to fill tours so members have the opportunity to travel with other clubs. 
 
One of the tours in the email referred to a trip to Barrington Tops in February – this is an initiative of Antegra 
Resort.  Contact Joy Rix if you are interested. 
 
Jeanette has contacted a travel company re a trip to China in October 2019 – 11 days - $1399.  There would be no 
minimum numbers for this tour.  Contact Jeanette if you are interested. 
 
Eileen Ryan:  Ten people have paid their deposit for the Vietnam trip in March 2019.  A meeting was held on 
Thursday to go over pertinent information.  If you are interested please contact Eileen. 
 
Probus Insurance Travel Packs have been ordered and will be distributed to those members travelling. 
Moved:    Colin Backhouse  Seconded:   Marilyn Amesbury  Carried 
 
Newsletter & Bulletin 
Christine Kiss:  The September/October Newsletter is now available on our new website http://australprobus.org  
Once again there are many interesting items to read.  Regarding the “Probus Probe” segment, if you would like to 
be included please see Christine but it is entirely up you whether you wish to participate. 
 
There is one amendment to the newsletter calendar – lunch to be held at Macarthur Grange will now be at 
Lakeside due to unforeseen circumstances.  Please check the separate Calendar listed on the website. 
 
Please email Christine if you have any recipes, anecdotes, tall stories, poems or buy and sell items. 
Moved:   Tim Coombs   Seconded: Lil Depena  Carried 
 
General Business: 

• Gary would like approval to have two plaques made, one for each of our sponsors, IGA and Austral 
Bowling Club.  Cost $25.00 each plus engraving. Approved by members. 

• We will also buy a large box of chocolates to present to the staff at Austral Bowling Club for their help in 
setting up the room for club meeting days. 

• Policy for refunds:  If you are unable to attend an outing for which you have paid you need to contact the 
Activities Office who will then try to find another club member to take your place.  If we can find 
someone then we will refund your money. 

• Members are required to attend 50% of club meetings per year.  So far attendance has been good. 

• We are looking for a member to take up the position of Theatre & Movie Officer.  You will have support.  
Casula Powerhouse holds daytime theatre shows each month.  Please contact a Committee Member if 
you are interested. 

http://australprobus.org/


• Secretary, Beverly McGraw re AGM for 2019 
President and Treasurer will be away for the October and November meetings so we are presenting 
information about the AGM this month.  The information below was handed out to members. 

 

NOMINATION FORMS DISTRIBUTED Together with 
a description of each position 

GM Friday 14th December 2018 

NOMINATION FORMS RETURNED TO SECRETARY General Meeting 
Friday 8th February 2019 

LATE NOMINATIONS General Meeting Friday 1st March 2019 
10.30 a.m. 

VOTING FOR NEW COMMITTEE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
FRIDAY 1ST MARCH 2019 
Following General Meeting 

NOTE:  GENERAL MEETING IS TO BE HELD ONE WEEK EARLY ON FRIDAY, 1ST MARCH, 2019.  This is to enable 
members who are joining the Vietnam Trip to take part in the meeting. 

 
Morning Tea Break/Raffle   
 
Sponsors:  IGA Austral donated six bottles of wine again this month.    Results of the raffle are: 

1st  Blue ticket C48 Lil Depena 
2nd  Blue ticket C50 Brian Depena 
3rd Blue ticket C29 Margaret McQuillan 

Congratulations to the winners. 
 

Following Morning Tea Gary Amesbury demonstrated how to access and navigate the new website 
http://australprobus.org 
 
Speaker: 
Our speaker was Bob Wilson of Marine Rescue NSW.   In his many positions with Marine Rescue Bob has met 
some very famous people.  He showed a photo of himself with Scott Morrison, the new Prime Minister.  Bob was 
supported by Dereck Turner (Probus Member) who has also been a member of Marine Rescue for many years.  
Some interesting points:  

- Marine Rescue is a volunteer organisation specialising in providing a safety net to the boating and 
fishing community. 

- They provide education in safety on the water by giving talks to groups such as clubs, schools and 
scouts. 

- First Response Rescue Boats travel up to 40 knots in good weather. 
- They have a new communications network called Seahawk which is far superior to the previous 

network. 
- Building this network has been very expensive.  The Mt. Imlay Transfer Station alone cost $400,000. 
- They work in conjunction with the Water Police, Surf Rescue, Surf Lifesaving, Air Response, RFS and 

Ambulance and we mustn’t forget Santa Claus. 
- Support Customs and Immigration. 
- Provide a “Kelpie” service around Shark Island on New Year’s Eve. 
- Can have up to 150 calls in an emergency situation. 
- Marine Rescue does not enjoy the same level of significance to the Government as do the RFS or SES. 
- Running costs are approximately $12,000,000 p.a. for maintenance and/or replacement of vessels. 
- They receive $1.5M to $1.6M in grants and donations; $6M p.a. which comes from a levy on boat 

registrations and licences.  Marine Rescue does a lot of fundraising. 
- It is a very expensive organisation to run e.g.  servicing for each boat costs $1500.00. 
- Bob brought along a cookbook for sale as part of the fundraising effort. 

 
Dereck presented Bob with a donation for Marine Rescue as well as a Certificate from Austral Probus.  Thank you, 
Bob for a very interesting and informative talk.   
 
Members and Guests were then invited to join us for lunch.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.40 p.m.  
 

http://australprobus.org/


Our Speaker for October is Jim Haynes who you can hear regularly on Radio 2GB. 
 
The next General Meeting of Probus Club of Austral will be held on  

 
Friday, 12th October, 2018 commencing at 10.30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
President       Secretary 
 
 
 


