
 

Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 
INC NO.    1800579 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
Friday 8th November, 2019  

Austral Bowling Club 
Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 

 

President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.30 a.m. and welcomed members and guests.  He also 
commented on the very good attendance today as well as the fact that PSPL have commented on how quickly our 
club is growing. 
 
Apologies: Colin Backhouse, Gail Backhouse, Vicki Hale, Harry Perala, Marjatta Perala, Elaine Nikiforoff, 

Nicholas Nikiforoff 
 
Attendance: 43 Members & 8 Guests 
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
Minutes were emailed to members and taken as read.  Printed copies are available at each meeting. 
Moved:   Doris Spiteri  Seconded:   Ann Heath Carried 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
Nil 
 
Correspondence: Email from Peter O’Loughlin (Narellan Probus) re travel for 2020 

   Email from PSPL re On-line access to Travel Insurance 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Marilyn Amesbury presented a concise update of both the “Events” and “Austral” account balances.  Gary 
explained to the guests and new members that all Probus Clubs are required to have enough funds in the account 
to cover expenses for 12 months.  Some of Austral’s funds will be used to subsidise the Christmas lunch and to 
pay for the sausage sizzle/BBQ in February. 
Moved:   Vicki Chaney  Seconded:    Maureen Hill Carried 
 
Membership Report: 
Ken James presented Penny Visintin with her Probus membership badge and welcomed her to the club.  He 
advised we have 57 members and that he has received more membership applications this morning.   
 
Activities Officer:   

• The Porterhouse Bistro will once again sponsor our club in 2020 with a monthly $25 lunch voucher.  

• Due to lack of interest (mainly due to end-of-year commitments) the outing to Manly has been postponed 
to the new year. 

• Members were reminded that payment for our Christmas Lunch on Friday 29th November is now due.  
Cost is $25 as the lunch is being subsidised at $10 pp.  

• At the lunch we will have a $5 Silly Santa gift swap.  These need to be wrapped; once opened they may be 
swapped with someone else’s gift.   

• Instead of KK this year we will be donating a $10 gift to a child.  The charity nominated is The Giving Tree 
– Big Yellow Umbrella which is a Not for Profit organisation.  Mary thanked members for the large 
number of donated gifts brought to the meeting today.  These gifts will be delivered to the organisers 
after today’s meeting.  

• Tuesday, 3rd December – 10.00 a.m.  It would be appreciated if you could attend Wests Leagues to help 
with the wrapping of gifts.  If you need a lift please let a committee member know.  A reminder will be 
sent. 
 



 
 

Keep these dates free: 
 

• Friday, 14th January 12.30 pm – There will be no meeting however we will meet for lunch at Austral 
Bowling Club. 

• Thursday 26th March – South Coast Day trip to Coolangatta Winery as well as other sites.  This will include 
morning tea and lunch.  Further details to come 

• 2020 – Tuesday 18th February – BBQ/Sausage Sizzle at Mount Annan.  This is a FREE activity.  Gas BBQs 
are available so there should be no problem if there is a fire ban.   Please contact a committee member if 
you need a lift. 
 

• Craft - our members are welcome to attend the craft morning held at 10.00 a.m. the third Thursday of 
each month at Antegra, 1 Antegra Drive, Leppington.   Next Craft date Thursday 21st November - 
decoupage balls.  You need to let Wendy know if you are attending by the Tuesday prior.  Please 
telephone her on 0414 471 702. 

• Suggestion:  A tour of the new airport at Badgery’s Creek. 
 

Travel: 
Dereck Turner asked for members to see him today if they are interested in attending the trip to Bright with 
Cherrybrook Probus.  Date:  4th April to 9th April 2020.  Cost $950 with $100 deposit.  Highlights include 
Beechworth, Yackandandah, Mt. Buffalo, Bright. 
 
An email from Narellan Probus detailing upcoming trips was sent to members for their information. 
 
Probus South Pacific has introduced online access to the Travel Insurance Program.  This information was 
forwarded by email to members. 
 

Newsletter: 
Christine Kiss asked for items for the December newsletter to be sent to her no later than December 3.  All 
newsletters are available on our website - australprobus.org  Copies are available today on the Information Table. 
 

General Business: 
As both the President and Treasurer will not be nominating next year, the Treasurer, Marilyn Amesbury asked 
members to think seriously about running for a position on the 2020 committee.  She said without the core group 
of President, Secretary and Treasurer the club cannot continue.  Marilyn thanked June Wesson for her 
consideration of the Treasurer’s position. 
 
Committee members should not hold a position for too many terms.  Change brings new ideas, interests and 
activities. 
 
Gary said the club is growing so we must be doing something right.  We also have a number of new members who 
have transferred from other Probus Clubs.  The aim is to keep membership to approximately 70 in order to avoid 
cliques forming and to encourage friendship and interaction within the club. 
 
The President also asked members to consider taking up a position on the committee in 2020.  If no-one shows 
interest Austral Probus will close.  A description of each position is available.  Contact the Secretary (Beverly) or 
take a copy from the Information Table.  The AGM is Friday March 13th.    Gary also asked for members to let us 
know if they are interested in supporting the club by helping out when needed. 
 

A Survey for Year 2020 Planning was distributed to members.  They were asked to complete it during the Morning 
Tea break and return it to Ken James. 
 
As the second Friday of the month in April 2020 is Good Friday, the General Meeting will be held one week early 
on Friday, April 3rd. Subject to change by the incoming committee. 
 
 



Gary thanked Faye East for the beautiful photo book she had printed of our trip to Bowral.  It shows the highlights 
of the day and is very impressive.  The suggestion was made that Faye might like to consider becoming our 
Publicity Officer. 
 

Morning Tea Break/Raffle /Book Swap 
Congratulations to the following winning ticket holders for the raffle this month were:   
 White F19 - Margaret McQuillan 
 Black F36 - Peter Heess 
 Purple B85 - June Wesson 
 Black F05 - Barbara Maehler 
 Black F11 - Linda Lambert 
 Purple B90 - Ruth Rossittin. 
 
The variety of books available for our readers is growing so a trolley has been purchased to help move them 
about.  Faye Simmons has kindly offered to store the books between meetings. 
 
Marilyn had another game organised to test us.  Thank you, Marilyn the games are proving very popular. 
 
Guest:    
Today we welcomed Ross Robinson who has been an entertainer for many years.  Ross gave us a brief history of 
his background. 

-  He left school at 14 pursuing an apprenticeship as a carpenter in the Peakhurst area.  Due to the 
downturn in 1959/1960 he decided not to continue.  His skill playing guitar got him a job in a travelling 
Rock & Roll Show with Laurel Lee’s father. 

- He travelled with well-known entertainers such as Lonnie Lee, Jade Hurley and the Allen Brothers. 
- After marrying and having a family he gave it away for 30 years, resuming his love of music just eight 

years ago. 
- He now plays mainly Country Music entertaining at local hotels and nursing homes which he loves doing. 
- Ross played a number of songs made well known by Peter Allen, Slim Dusty, Patsy Kline, Burl Ives and Dig 

Richards. 
 

Thank you for the trip down “memory lane” Ross. 
  
The meeting closed at 12 Noon. 
 

 
THE NEXT MEETING WHICH IS THE FINAL ONE FOR 2019 

 WILL BE HELD ON 
FRIDAY, 13th DECEMBER, 2019 
COMMENCING AT 10.30 A.M. 

Be prepared for “fun and games” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Gary Amesbury, President     Beverly McGraw, Secretary 
 


