
 
Probus Club of Austral Incorporated 

INC NO.    INC1800579 

4th General Meeting 
Friday 8th June 2018 
Austral Bowling Club 

Corner of Edmondson & Eighth Ave, Austral NSW 2179 
 
 

The President Gary Amesbury opened the meeting at 10.35 a.m. including housekeeping and then 
welcomed members, guests and our speakers Les Edwards and Ken Black and their offsider Warren. 
 
Apologies: Edwina Bohannon, Jeanette Medway, Dee Ranieri, Colin and Gayle Backhouse. 
 
Attendance: 21 members plus      8  guests 
 
Marilyn Amesbury asked members in alternate seats to change tables for the first half of the meeting.  
The aim of our club is to make everyone feel included so this gave us the chance to introduce ourselves 
to someone new and to feel more comfortable with one another. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
A copy of the Minutes of the meeting dated 11th May, 2018 was emailed to Members and those with no 
email address received a hard copy.  A brief summary was given to those present. 

Moved:  Lyn Turner  Seconded:  Christine Kiss Carried 
 
Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
There was no business arising 
  
Correspondence: Copies of Active Retirees June/July Issue for distribution to members 
 2 copies of the 2018/2019 Probus Handbook. 
 Various emails from Trade Travel and Probus Clubs in the Macarthur Cluster 

regarding upcoming tours. 
 Moved:  Mick Ryan   Seconded:    Linda Lambert Carried 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Marilyn Amesbury gave details of the current financial position of the Club to the meeting.  Details are  
available from the Treasurer.  Bank Balance is in the black.  Marilyn also introduced Mary Lyons to the  
meeting.  Mary will help Marilyn with the role of Treasurer and will substitute at meetings when Marilyn  
is absent.  Thank you Mary. 
    Moved:  Dereck Turner  Seconded:  Christine Kiss Carried 
 

Membership Report: 
Michael McGraw advised the meeting that we have 30 registered members and three new applications 
this morning.  New applications will be considered at the next Management Meeting in July. 
 
Members were reminded about completing Indemnity Forms and the reasons explained.  We are still 
waiting on Membership Cards/numbers and badges for new members. 
 
Activities Officer: 
Dereck Turner spoke on behalf of Lyn and gave a comprehensive report as follows: 



- Thank you to the members and guests who went on the Davison trip last Saturday.  We had a 
great time. 
 

- The next activity is to the Lancer Museum on Thursday 14th June.  Members who would be 
attending were asked to raise their hands.  We need a minimum of 10 for it to be a viable outing 
as we need permission from the Army to access the site.  The Lancer Barracks is a closed base.  It 
has been operating since 1885 so is an historic site.  We will meet at 8.30 am at Austral Bowling 
Club and will car pool.  Michael McGraw will arrange for parking on site at the barracks. 
Following the tour we will move to the local hotel for lunch. 

 

- June 23rd we have a table booked for 20 people at Austral Bowling Club for dinner and “The 
Beatles” show.  The entertainment is free.  You need to arrive before 7.00pm to give time to 
order your meal. 
 

- A coffee morning has been booked for Tuesday 26th June.  This will be held at Antegra’s Oasis 
Restaurant commencing at 10.00 am.  Cost is $8.00 pp and will include tea, coffee, cakes and 
unlimited scones, jam and cream.  There is no parking inside the complex.  Dereck will be at the 
gate to let us in.  Gary Amesbury was most unhappy he will be missing out on this function due 
to prior commitments.   
 

- Following the next meeting on Friday, 13th July the committee has organised a Christmas in 
July lunch.  Cost is $20 pp for three courses.  We were asked to bring a Kris Kringle gift to the 
value of $10.  Males to bring a male gift and females a female gift.  They should be wrapped as 
you would a Christmas present. 
 

-  Tuesday 17th July lunch at Fairfield RSL Club, Vine Street, Fairfield. 
 

- At our meeting on August 10th Arthur Pierce from the Australian National Maritime Museum will 

give a talk on the Catalina Flying Boats. 
 

- 28th August.  Unfortunately the trip to Berrima has had to be postponed.  Instead on 28th 

August we will have a trip on the Nepean Belle.  This is a two-and-a-half hour trip including 

lunch.  Cost: $55. 

 

Travel Organiser: 
As Jeanette Medway was absent Eileen Ryan, stepped in at short notice to advise the meeting to give  
the travel report.  Eileen gave us a brief description of a Trip to Northern Tasmania and another to see  
The Christmas Lights in the Hunter Valley. Two trips to the Hunter Valley are already fully booked so we  
need 20 members to be interested for the two-day outing to proceed on 10th-11th December.  Cost is 
$399 pp.  Thank you Eileen. 
 

Eileen also asked if members could collect tea bag tags.  An anonymous donor gives motorised  
wheelchairs wo those in need.  The aim is to collect tags equal to the weight of the person who needs  
the wheelchair.  The donor believes that in life we need to do something to earn the donation.  This  
request was well received by the meeting and hopefully we can help someone in need. 
 
Newsletter & Bulletin 
Christine Kiss advised the latest Newsletter will be published this week.  She thanked those who had  
emailed items.  Christine suggested a Sell/Buy section which we all thought was a very good idea.   
Please email Christine if you have any recipes, anecdotes, tall stories, poems, buy or sell items. 
 

General Business: 
The President explained that although two of our members had passed driving tests so we can hire small 
buses we have now been informed we need to have more Public Liability Insurance.  The insurance we 
have does not cover hired buses with our own driver.  Gary has been getting quotes but they have 
proven to be too expensive for us. One was $1250 p.a. from a broker for only four outings per year.  He 
will be looking into this further.   
 



 

To book a coach with a driver it would cost $750.00 for the Berrima trip. Which is also too expensive 

until we have more members. 

We could hire a small bus from Budget Hire on the proviso that everyone understands we are not 

covered by Probus’s Liability Insurance.  These buses would cost approximately $260/day + fuel.  That 

would work out to approx. $20/day pp. 

Sponsors:  IGA Austral donated six bottles of wine for our raffle and we also have a box of Hawaiian  
chocolates donated by Michael & Beverly. 
 
The monthly raffle was then drawn by various members.   
 White Ticket No. M60 Frank Ranieri  Purple Ticket No. G70  Marjatta Pirala 

Purple Ticket No. G74 Lyn Turner  Purple Ticket No. G75 Maureen Hill 

Congratulations to the winners. 
 
Morning Tea Break 
 
Guest Speaker:  Les Edwards & Ken Black – Morse Code 
Gary introduced our guests who have a total of 79 years’ experience in the PMG, Telecom and Australia 
Post.  Les’s name is in the Guinness Book of World Records for a speed test between Morse Code and 
Texting.  It was set in 2005 and is still the record.  Both gentlemen are members of the Sydney 
Morsecodian’s Fraternity.  Ken’s talk covered the invention of the Morse Code Electric Telegraph, its 
introduction to Australia and the building of the Overland Telegraph Line from Port Augusta to Darwin in 
1872.  
 
Some interesting points:  

- The first message in Morse Code said “What has God wrought?”  
- It was thought that Morse code would change the climate and frighten the cows. 
- The first telegraph line in Australia opened in March 1854 in Victoria. 
- News at the time took six months Sydney-London-Sydney via ship.  With Morse Code it was 

instantaneous. 
- Built through the centre of Australia the Telegraph line comprised 360,000 poles and 3,000km of 

wire spanning 800km, 10 metre wide trenches and 11 intermediate stations, 2000 ton of 
equipment, 2000 animals and was completed in 23 months by 250 men.  Eight men were killed 
during the build. 

- Cost quoted for the line was £120,000. The actual cost was £479,174/18/3d.

It was a very comprehensive and enlightening talk that made us realise how far communication has 
progressed in a relatively short time. 
 

Our Speaker for July will be Gary Amesbury.  We have no idea what the subject will be! 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.45 p.m. 
 
 
The next General Meeting of Probus Club of Austral will be held on  

Friday, 13th July 2018 commencing at 10.30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
_____________________________________   _____________________________________ 
President       Secretary 
 
 
 


